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“For I know the plans I
have for you,”
declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you
and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope
and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11

Somali society and culture has been influenced over the years by the conditions of
the environment. The part of the Horn of Africa where the Somalis have lived is primarily
semi-arid land which is only divided by two
permanent rivers flowing out of the Ethiopian highlands and a number of temporary
streams which dry up in the long dry season.
This has caused them to be largely nomadic
pastoralists who depend on drought resistant
livestock such as camels and goats for their
means of living. It has been very important to
have enough manpower to defend sufficient
grazing and watering rights for ones herds.
If one clan was weak and wanted to move
into another area they could make alliances
with another stronger group to help them for
a time. If this alliance proved useful then it
would remain but it also meant that they had
to share the resources with all in the group.
If on the other hand the weaker group be-

January
Theme:

Society and
Culture
came strong enough they could fairly easily
renounce that alliance and attempt to go on
their own – which was to their advantage
as they would not need to share any longer.
This ongoing process of fusion and fission –
of making semi-permanent relationships for
what is perceived as one’s advantage at the
time – has been a major factor in shaping
Somali society and culture. It affects the
view of relationships all the way from overall
politics in the country down to the husband
and wife relationship. This coupled with the
rigors of nomadic life and the desire to have
many sons has led to a fairly high divorce
rate. Couple this with polygamous marriage
and it leads to quite a lot of tension and jealousy in family relations. On the other hand,
the Somali people have a fierce loyalty to the
group they feel a part of for the moment and
a willingness to be generous with resources
among that group.

PRAY

Pray that the Spirit of God would be
more and more at work in the lives of
Somali seekers and believers to form
them into healthy, vibrant worshiping
groups, expressions of the kingdom of
God among Somali society and a witness
back to their people of what true, healthy,
committed relationships can be like.
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Week 1
Clans
The most important sense of identity for
Somali people comes from their inclusion in
one of the many clan or sub-clans that they
are divided into. In fact this provides a deeper sense of loyalty than their allegiance to
Islam. While all Somalis see themselves as
followers of Islam they have been fighting
amongst themselves and even killing each
other based on clan and sub-clan loyalties
for many years. This is because when push
comes to shove it is one’s clan or sub-clan
that will take care of a person when they
are in need . Thus one always contributes
to cause of the clan or sub-clan whenever
possible. One of the biggest fears for a Somali person is to become “idla’” – without a

people or family group. This often becomes
an significant barrier for a seeker after the
Gospel.
We once had a Somali friend who had
lived closely with us for several years and
helped us in our household duties. He had
seen and heard parts of the biblical message from us and then was confronted by a
clear explanation of the Gospel from a Somali believer who visited us. When he heard
this his response was, “That may be true but
that is not what my people believe so I can’t
believe it.” To him the most important thing
was to be included in his people.

PRAY

Pray that God would provide opportunities for work within sub-clan or family groupings so that the Gospel could
spread in these natural social groups.
Pray that in groups of Somali believers
the unhealthy affects of clan divisions
would be broken down and that they
would be bridged by the love of mutual
loyalty to the Messiah as a witness back
to the Somali people of the difference
that the Gospel could make in their society.
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Week 2
Somali Minorities
Despite the fairly well publicized adage
that the Somalis are an example of “unity in
Africa” being “one people with one culture
and one religion” there are some important
minorities among them. The largest are the
“Af-Maay” speakers who number about 1
million and live mostly between the rivers in
Central Somalia. Because some of the worst
of the interclan fighting has been staged in
their territory, they have experienced the
brunt of the most terrible famines of recent
years.
A unique group among the smaller, related linguistic minorities are the Somali Bantu who are made up of remnants of Bantu
farmers who were living along the Shabeelle
River when the nomadic pastoral Somali mo-

ved into the area. Many were also slaves who
escaped into the fertile Jubba River valley in
the late 19th century. Some of these have retained their original Bantu language, or they
speak Af-Maay, or they speak Somali depending on the clan structure to which they have
been integrated. Many of these people have
had little or no political power in Somalia in
the past and thus had little opportunity for
education. A large number of Somali Bantu
were recently resettled in US cities. This has
presented new opportunities for ministry
among them. Other minority groups are the
Gibil’aad along the coast, the Jiddu, the Tunni and the Mushungulu.

PRAY

Pray that God would raise up more concerned Christians in the US who are willing and trained to minister to the special
needs of the Somali Bantu people being
resettled there.
Pray for those who are preparing the
translation of the Bible and other Christian materials into Af-Maay that they
would have diligence, insight and wisdom
through the help of the Holy Spirit. This
will allow for God’s truth to be conveyed
to a significant minority group in Somalia.
Give thanks for those whom God has
called to develop Christian resources in
the Af-Maay language.
Ask God to call more workers to serve
among the minority peoples of Somalia.
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Week 3
War and Conflict
The scene:

Somalia

The play:

Numerous groups in shifting alliances fight for power in bloody clashes

The time:

Ongoing, since the civil war started in the North in 1988

The actors:

Complex mixture of indigenous and foreign stakeholders

The clans:

The most important factor in all Somali politics, there are six major clans,
they are not operating as single unities but are among themselves divided into sub-clans, sub-sub-clans etc.

The warlords:

Their rivalling factions controlled most of Mogadishu and Somalia’s
South until defeated by the UIC, are opposed to the TFG

Somaliland:

A self-declared independent republic in the northwest, relatively stable,
yet not internationally recognized. Somaliland is at odds with the neighboring self-declared republic of Puntland in the North-East and is opposed to a united Somalia

Transitional Federal Government (TFG):
Officially recognized but unpopular government of Somalia, was formed
after a peace conference in 2004, could seize power only in 2007 with
the backing of Ethiopia
Union of Islamic Courts (UIC):
Started as small shari’a courts to bring some justice into lawless Mogadishu, became increasingly powerful and, in 2006, ousted the warlords
and took control of most of the South, were defeated by governmental
and Ethiopian forces
and fight a guerrilla war
since
Many Somalis have given up the hope
The neighbors: 		Ethiopia and Eritrea
that there will ever be a functioning goare arch-enemies in
vernment, law and order in their country.
the Horn of Africa, their
Pray they know the author of hope.
enemy’s enemies are
There are no words to describe the
their friends. Ethiopia
atrocities committed by virtually all parsupports the TFG, Erities. Pray for God’s justice.
trea supports TFG opWhen Paul writes that existing authoriposition and UIC insurties have been established by God, pray
gents.
that God may give authority to people
who are worthy of governing a nation.

PRAY
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Week 4
Politics and Governance
In 1854 the adventurer Sir Richard Burton described the Somalis as a fierce and
turbulent race of republicans.
Somalis take pride in acknowledging no
master but Allah. Against this background it
is no wonder that it has never been easy to
set up a government for the Somalis.
Among the nomads politics were, for
centuries, done by the clans through shifting
alliances. Even the colonial powers could
not change this substantially.
After the Independence, and particularly
after the coup when Siad Barre became dictator hopes were high that their government
would unite and lead all Somalis.
Yet when pressure grew on Barre he resorted to the manipulating the clan system.

With the support of allied clans he controlled
the country with an iron fist.
When he was overthrown in 1990 the
factions that had fought him jointly fell out
and started fighting each other. No one
could seize power. Since that time, Somalia has not had a functioning government.
Warlords, clan elders and religious groups
try to increase their influence and gain territory, building temporary alliances with other
groups or even other countries.
Those who suffer most from the resulting
anarchy are, as usual, the weakest elements
of the society: the poor and powerless, the
women and children, the minorities and the
Christians.

PRAY

Numerous peace conferences have
not brought the longed-for peace. Still,
we believers are called to long and pray
for peace.
The intricacies of the Somali politics
seem impossible to understand. Pray
that the God who created them will change the hearts of leaders and give them
a vision of life yielded to the Prince of
Peace.
Pray for protection and security for
the most vulnerable, particularly the
hundreds of thousands of refugees.
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Listen carefully to the
voice of the Lord your
God and do what is right
in His eyes!
Exodus 15:26a

February
Theme:

Somali Men
Traditionally ninety percent of the Somali
population lived a nomadic pastoralist life.
Groups of men traveled through the desert
with their camels. While traveling, they had
to endure the hot sun, walk for months and
protect their livestock against wild animals.
Somali men often possess great courage
and boldness and being a warrior was traditionally one of their biggest ideals. It is in
this setting that the Somali oral culture developed. Somali men are known for being
great poets and storytellers and they love
to debate. Because of urbanization the
number of people who live as nomads dropped to about sixty percent. But these cultural
aspects continue to be highly valued even in
urban settings.
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Since the civil war broke out, many
things have changed. Traditionally, Somali
men were the providers of their families’ basic needs. However, when the war erupted
more than 20,000 men lost their lives in the
first few months. Thousands were maimed
or exiled. Over the past decade, more than
half a million people fled the war – many of
them men. This has devastated the family
structure and left many families fatherless.
The involvement in fighting, the trauma and
the life in refugee camps have destroyed Somali men. Our Heavenly Father’s intention
is for the family structure to remain intact,
and we believe God the Father is longing for
these hurt men to come to Him. He wants to
heal and restore them to be men after His
own heart, using their unique cultural gifts
to bring glory to Him.
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Week 1
Khat
Khat (Catha Edulis), jaad or mira is an
evergreen shrub that grows in the highlands
of Ethiopia, Kenya and Yemen. Chewing the
leaves of khat has a stimulating, narcotic effect. Like most drugs, khat is addictive and
thus consumed daily. The majority of Somali
men are addicted to khat, which has a huge
influence on the life and routine of the Somali society. After midday the men buy their
khat on the market. Then, with a bundle of
fresh twigs under their arm, they meet with
friends and sit, drink tea, chew and talk the
whole afternoon, mostly until late.

most are their families. Men often spend
most of their money on khat, even if it
means that the family goes hungry. In addition chewing takes time, time during which
men do not work for an income.
Kept awake by the drug, men often come
home late and only to sleep late in the morning when their children are in school. Many
children grow up without seeing much of
their fathers. The women are left with the
chores of the house, with raising the children and finding a livelihood for the family.

Khat chewers suffer from various health
problems, yet those who really suffer the

PRAY

Pray for men who decide to give up
their habits of chewing khat.
The social pressure for men to chew is
huge. A big part of their social life happens in khat sessions. Pray for men to be
strong enough to break that cycle.
Pray for wives and children to cope with
the absence of men.
Pray that a fatherless society will come
to know the Father in Heaven.
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Week 2
Warlords
When Sayid Barre took power (1969) he
felt threatened by some of the former army
officers such as Abdullahi Yuusuf and Mohammed Farah Aideed. So he put them in
prison. With his war with Ethiopia in 1976–
77 he needed their support and so released
them and gave them a post with his army
or government. However he never really trusted them and especially Abdullahi Yuusuf
was responsible for a failed attempted coup
in 1979. There were also some other army
officers who became dissatisfied with Sayid Barre and joined the opposition (Ahmed
Omar Jess and Abdi Warsame Isaq).
These generals and others with influence (such as Ali Mahdi) were ultimately

responsible for his defeat. With the fall of
Sayid Barre these leaders and some of Sayid Barre’s former generals (General Omar
Hajji and General “Morgan”), who still had
weapons, carved up the country and failed
to agree on a central government. Some of
these leaders have enjoyed their positions
and been accused of using narcotic drugs
to control their followers. Attempts to form a
government without the warlords has failed
often because these attempts have strong
Islamist elements which Ethiopia and others
have been afraid of. The present transitional
government is one which has been formed
by these warlords with the support of Ethiopia and the USA.

PRAY

Pray for a transition of power in Somalia to a democratically elected government and away from the warlords.
Pray for forgiveness and reconciliation
from those who were mistreated and lost
relatives in the civil war many as a result
of atrocities committed by the warlords.
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Week 3
Boys
Samatar lives in a nomadic family. Since
he was nine, he herds the camels with other
boys and young men. For weeks they live on
camel milk alone, hundreds of kilometers
away from the family. Shamsadiin’s father
had died in the war against Ethiopia in 1977,
his mother lives in Kismaayo, southern Somalia. When she married again, Shamsadiin
was sent north to live with his grandmother
in Hargeysa.
Oolaad’s family fled Mogadishu in the
civil war. They made it to a refugee camp in
Kenya from where his father managed to get
to England. After a few years, Oolaad and
his sisters could follow him and now go to
school in a British city.

Mire’s father is a respected elder with 43
children from five different wives. Because
Islam allows a man a maximum of four wives
at the time he divorced his first wife before
he could marry number five. Mire’s father rotates between the households of his wives
and is often busy with solving clan matters.
Mire does not see his father very often.
Every Somali boy has his own story to tell
– stories full of joy, conflict, beauty, hardship,
movement, friends, fights, siblings, animals,
jealousy, dreams and hopes.

PRAY

Pray that Somali boys will come to understand the character of their Father in
Heaven.
Pray that the dreams and hopes of Somali boys will be channelled towards the
One who is hope.
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Week 4
Godly Husbands and Fathers
The Christian and Islamic definitions of
godly husbands and fathers are quite different. Islam allows men to marry up to four
wives if their financial situation allows. In
Somalia polygamy is very common and this
often creates jealousy. It is said that most
female prisoners in Somalia are woman who
have tried to harm or who have killed another of their husband’s wives.
Another negative aspect of a Somali
marriage is the extremely high occurrence
of divorce. There are very few children whose parents stayed together while they were

growing up. Even if the parents do remain
together, the father spends very little time
with the children, often because of his time
consuming addiction to khat.
Polygamy and other factors such as war,
poverty, depravity, etc have put the Somali
family structure under great threat. Hardly
any Somali man seems to be able to provide
a stable home for his family and he is often
part of the problem because of his addictions and failure to take up his responsibilities.

PRAY

Pray that husbands and fathers themselves will come into a relationship with
their Heavenly Father.
Pray that men will have the strength
to give up their addictions and commit
themselves to take care of their families.
Pray that with Christ the biblical truth
about marriage will be received in Somalia.
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Sanctify them
by the truth;
your word is truth.
John 17:17

They will know the truth,
and the truth
will set them free!

March

John 8:32

Theme:

The Diaspora
For centuries Somalis have travelled the
world on pilgrimage to Mecca, as sailors or
traders, later also as students or political refugees. Since the overthrow of the dictator in
1991 and the following anarchy, an unprecedented emigration of hundreds of thousands
of Somalis has taken place. Now more than
a million Somalis live outside their original
homeland. They live in neighbouring countries, in the Middle East, some live in India,
Nigeria, Russia or South Africa. But most of
them live in the West, the ultimate goal for
most of them; Northern America or Western
Europe.
Some Western cities host significant Somali communities. The number of Somalis
in Minnesota for example is estimated at
150,000. Other important cities are Toronto, Seattle, London, Utrecht, Stockholm or
Dubai.
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For most Somalis getting to the West is a
dream for which they are ready to take virtually any risk. Some are able to obtain visas
to join family members or a newly married
spouse who already lives in the West. Others
try their luck with fake identity papers but
many attempt to go by, what they call, adventure: through the Sahara desert to Libya or
Tunisia and from there by boat clandestinely
to Europe. Stories of men and women who
have lost their lives on such journeys are numerous, but that does not keep people from
further attempts.
Those who succeed then send money
back to support their families at home. To
those still in Africa this money is proof enough that the only place where one can find
success is the West. They will try to go abroad too.
Yet, life in the ‘promised land’ often turns
out to be a far cry from their expectations:
difficulties integrating in a foreign society,
long working-hours in low paid jobs, culture
stress, pressure from relatives to send money to Africa, generation conflicts, moral decay, discrimination etc. create high levels
of stress and frustration.
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Week 1
Evangelizing the
Somali Diaspora
Since the end of the eighties many countries meet the Somalis. Before this many
people had never even heard of the country Somalia. Now it was possible to have a
Somali as your neighbor. This was also a
challenge for the church. The mission field
was now just around the corner. Many refugees from different Muslim countries were
crossing the border to their country. Many
churches and Christian organizations worldwide took on the task of sharing the Good
News with their newly arrived neighbors, but
the Somalis are not always loved.

understand their culture and background.
Many who tried to share their faith with them
often got discouraged. The task seems to
be impossible. But God is at work. Through
faithful Christians all over the world, God has
touched the heart of some of them. Mostly
young Somalis living in different countries
accepted the Messiah to clense them from
their sin. We can now find Somali followers
of Jesus all over the world. They are growing
in their faith and some are in contact with
other Somali believers.

It is hard to find people willing to work
with them; people who are willing to learn to

PRAY

In several counties Somali believers
are spread over different cities. Pray for
unity among them and a possibility for
them to worship together. Pray that Somali churches may be planted all over
the world where young believers will be
able to grow.
Pray for workers in different countries
that they will be able to bridge the cultural gap and communicate the Gospel
with them.
Pray that many Somalis all over the
worlds will get relations with Chistians
through whom they can learn what it means to follow Jesus.
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Week 2
Materialism
‘I receive US$100 a month from my brother in America. That is enough for me to pay
my rent, my debts at the shop, my food and
my khat. Sometimes, on Ramadan or so, I
receive more, $200 or $300’ – Libaan
Just like everybody else, Somalis living in
the West are affected by the desire to gain
more and more. The Bible is clear that we
cannot serve two gods. We will either serve
mammon or serve God. For many people
money and the status connected to our income are big temptations. For Somalis there
is yet another factor to take into account. It

is expected of the person who had the chance to go to the West to provide for relatives in
Somalia. There is often little understanding
from relatives back home that it is not easy
to earn money in the West and that they have
to work hard for every dollar they send.
Most Somalis living in wealthier countries have been very faithful in sending remittances. In 2006 it was estimated that an
amount of at least $1 billion was sent to Somalia by relatives living abroad.

PRAY

Pray that Somalis living in the West will
not live to serve ‘mammon’ but will learn
to serve God wholeheartedly.
Pray for those living in the West who
cannot support their families in Somalia.
Pray that they will be able to stand the
pressure and remain in good relationship
with there families.
Pray that those living in Somalia will
not only search for money but for the forgiveness of their sin in Christ.
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Week 3
The 2nd Generation in the
Diaspora
Starting from the late eighties, many Somali refugees moved to Western countries.
Many of these refugees were families with
young children. For Somalis living in a Western country means opposing Western values and ideas that are foreign to the values
in Somali society. These differences have
made it very hard for adults to integrate
into Western society. For children though it
is much easier. This has caused great separation and misunderstanding between children and parents. Children find themselves
standing between two cultures, the culture
they are living in and the culture of their

parents whom they respect. In some cases
parents have become so worried that their
children would leave their religion and culture that they brought them back to Somalia
for a so called ‘cultural rehabilitation’. Here
children and youngsters find themselves in
a completely alien culture. Despite the tension in families, some young people have
made great achievement in their education.
It seems that especially girls have used the
opportunity to receive quality education, enrolling more and more in High Schools and
Universities.

PRAY

Pray that this 2nd generation within the
diaspora will be more open to the Good
News of Jesus Christ.
Pray that this new generation will welcome the abundant life in Christ and be
able to lead their whole family to faith in
Christ.

Pray that Christians in the host countries will have opportunities to minister
and influence this 2nd generation of Somalis in the diaspora.
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Week 4
Reaction to Liberalism
A big part of the Somali in the diaspora
lives in Western countries where they often
come across people with low moral standards. Coming from a Muslim country, this
is new to them. Some unfortunately adapt
to these lower moral standards. Others try to
protect themselves by becoming stauncher
in their faith. Women who only wore a scarf
in Somalia might now choose to cover their
entire bodies. Men shocked by the things
they see despise this foreign culture and
keep themselves from integrating completely. This also has a spiritual effect on them.
Because they usually see the Western cul-

ture they live in as Christian, they close
themselves even more from anything Christian than in Somalia. This is making them
even harder to reach.
Once a young Muslim girl living in the
West told me that another Somali girl had
become a Christian. When she was asked
how she knew that the girl replied: “She is
wearing miniskirts, drinks alcohol and dates
different men.” I was shocked. Was this her
picture of Christians? The other girl had only
become secular.

PRAY

Pray that Somalis living in the diaspora
will see the difference between secular
ungodly lifestyles and that of people who
live a devoted life of faith in Jesus Christ.
Pray that Christians will not hesitate to
reach out to Somalis in their country and
make them feel welcomed.
Pray that Christian families will embrace Somali families so that they can come
to know the Light of the world and a family that serves our Lord Jesus.
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Be joyful in hope,
patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer.
Romans 12:12

“For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways,”
declares the Lord. “As
the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your
thoughts.”
Isaiah 55:8–9

“Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations…!” (Matthew 28:19–20). The fulfilment of this great commandment is connected with a lot of sacrifices and sufferings.
A vast majority of Christian workers among
the Somalis have served selflessly in various
ministries. Some of them have even given
their lives unto death. Things have changed
since the onset of civil war. Access into Somalia is extremely difficult and dangerous.
Despite all the concerns and difficulties,
Christian workers continue to faithfully labour among the Somali people throughout
the Horn of Africa and around the world.
They use their practical skills to help the
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April
Theme:

Christian Workers among the
Somali People
Somali people in many ways. They dig wells,
feed the hungry and teach them how to do
farming and run a small business. They help
treat the sick and provide education. They
care for the needs of Somali mothers and
children. They train and work alongside local
healthcare professionals. All these activities
and more are done in the loving name of Jesus Christ.
It is difficult for Christian workers to share
the Good News of Jesus Christ in the Somali
context. Often it takes years until a friendship has grown to such a level that they can
talk about their hope in Him. Islamic controls
are tight. This limits a seeker’s ability to ask
honest questions about the Christian faith.
Despite all the barriers to the Gospel,
the Lord is doing signs and miracles among
the Somali people. The Lord is touching
the hearts of Somalis and drawing them to
Himself. God has opened amazing windows
of opportunity and different doors through
which Christian workers can bring light and
hope into a dark and hopeless country. It
is up to the family of God to
seize these opportunities
and work in unity among all
Christian organizations towards an established indigenous Somali church planting
movement.

30.01.2008 10:55:25

Week 1
More Workers and Provision
O Lord! Please call more workers into
your harvest field! Somalis are coming to
know the Lord, Somali fellowships are growing here and there and they need a lot of
care. There are abundant resources in the
Somali harvest fields as well as those neighboring the Somali people. Christian workers
indigenous to Africa are needed. Please, o
Lord, mobilize Christians who are neighbors
to the Somalis. Other nomadic pastoralists
are used to living in poor and arid areas,
functioning as an oral communicator and
relying on their livestock for survival. Even

the language barrier is bridged more easily.
The peoples of the Horn of Africa know their
neighbors and can be very effective crosscultural communicators when they release
prejudices to the Lord.
O Lord! Please call more workers into
your harvest field! Disciplers are needed to
help converts grow and mature in their walk
with the Lord. O Lord! Please have mercy
and send us more brothers and sisters from
around the world who will share their lives
with the Somali people. The challenge is not
only to find teachers, nurses, evangelists,
engineers, pastors, etc. but people with a loving attitude towards the Somali people and
the flexibility and willingness in adjusting to
a different culture.
Who of you is ready to go, serve, and reach Somalis?

PRAY

Pray that more labourers will be released into the harvest field which is ripe
and ready for harvesting.
Pray for a compassionate and loving
attitude towards the Somali people.
Pray that Christian workers interact
wisely with Somalis in order to establish
good ethics and behaviour.
Pray for more tentmakers especially
from East Africa and the Horn of Africa.
Pray for our Lord’s provision for the daily bread and ministry needs of workers.
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Week 2
Unity and Networking of the
Ministries
Me against my brother, my brother and
I against the family, my family against the
clan, my clan against Somalia, Somalia
against the world. (A Somali saying)
We have a dream – a united body of
Christ! We dream of Somali believers who
use their gifts to support each other, no matter which fellowship they attend or where
they have been baptized. We dream of Christian workers who break down barriers between different groups of believers, who use
their gifts and resources to serve the body
of Christ like in the days of the early church
where they met in each other’s homes and
were blessed.

We praise the Lord for the areas where
unity and networking is growing and for consultations where we meet and begin outreach together. We thank the Lord for the opportunities where we share experiences and
help each other to study the Somali language. We honour the Lord where fellowships
meet to give all the glory and praise to our
Lord. But it could be much more. Christian
workers need to model unity and networking
so that the Somali church can learn from
them. They need to overcome factions and
tension that tear apart the body of Christ.

PRAY

Help us, o Lord, to live in unity among
the different fellowships.
Send us your counsellor to help us forgive each other wherever unity has been
destroyed.
Fill our hearts with the eagerness to
network and serve each other with the
gifts. You, o Lord, have provided for our
ministry.
Open our eyes for the beauty of a united body of Christ and its testimony to our
Muslim neighbors.
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Week 3
Effectiveness and Strategies
“Unless the Lord builds the house, its
builders labour in vain.” The Lord is the
one who builds his house among Somalis.
Christian workers must do their best to become the right tools in his hands to build His
church among Somalis. Under the leadership of his Holy Spirit they must recognize
and develop effective strategies. Workers
need the perseverance to continue in areas
of ministry that have proved to bear fruit.
The Lord must fill their hearts with boldness
to venture through the new doors the Lord
opens.

“We cry out for effective ways of testimony in Somalia itself. We long for God’s strategies of discipleship to help Muslim background believers to grow and mature in their
walk with the Lord. We desperately need
God’s help to develop a good master plan
on what Somali churches should look like;
will it be traditional churches or a network
of home churches of brothers and sisters
meeting in homes? We need the Holy Spirit
to enable us to develop good and effective
strategies.”

PRAY

Pray for the Lord’s guidance in all areas of ministry.
Pray that God will help us to find effective avenues of outreach in Somalia
itself!
We desperately need His intervention
to identify godly ways of discipleship in
the context of home churches.
We need His leadership in modelling a
kind of church that suits the cultural situation in Somalia best.
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Week 4
Encouragement and Faith
“I lift up my eyes to the hills – where does
my help come from? My help comes from
the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.”
Often we join David looking up to the mountains of problems and difficulties, of huge
armies walking against the little flock of the
Lord. Often we are tempted to lose hope and
give up; after decades of labouring to build
His church in Somalia and such little fruit we
are tempted to lose hope.
But – “My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.” He has His

timetable for Somalia. At His time the seed
of His word in Somali ground will germinate,
grow and bear much fruit. At His time many
Somalis will join the multitude of nations
around the throne of God and praise His
Holy name. Our part is only to give testimony
wherever He provides a chance to do so. If
we look to our own weak hands we will become desperate and tempted to give up. If
we look to our Heavenly Father, He will raise
us up and strengthen our faith to continue
until He calls us home.

PRAY

Pray that we will look up to the Lord in
our daily walk with Him.
Pray for His help in those days we are
tempted to be overwhelmed by the many
needs and problems we face.
Pray that the Holy Spirit will strengthen
our faith every day. “Ha rajo dhigin! (Don’t
give up hope!)” as we serve an almighty
God.
Pray for the boldness to believe that
the humanly spoken “impossible” will
happen.
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The people walking in
darkness have seen a
great light; on those
living in the land of the
shadow of death a light
has dawned.
Isaiah 9:2

All the nations you have
made will come and
worship before you, o Lord;
they will bring glory to your
name. For you are great and
do marvelous deeds, you
alone are God.
Psalm 86:9–10

The Somali people as a nation call parts of four
countries in the Horn of Africa their home. These
countries are Somalia, Eastern Ethiopia, Southern
Djibouti, and North-Eastern Kenya. The failed
state of Somalia is home to about 6 million of the
10 million Somali people who live worldwide. Civil
war and unsuccessful peace processes have plagued the residents of Somalia for 17 years.
The dim members of the current transitional
government of Somalia are about to be extinguished. Factional fighting, internal dissent and regional pressures have eroded the slim hopes of
the local Somali population. There are thousands
of families who have been internally displaced.
Many predict yet another devastating humanitarian crisis as basic needs for food and medical
care can‘t be met in such a chronically unstable
area. The average Somali mother, father or child
is crying out to God for life to be different. Life can
be different only through the transforming power
of God’s Holy Spirit who will be poured out on all
who believe in Jesus Christ.
Spiritually the Somali people are enslaved to
the rituals of Islam to possibly earn their right to
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Transformation
of the Nation
be in paradise after death. Even in their concept
of paradise, however, God is believed to be very
distant and unapproachable. Chains grip their
souls as a result of centuries old covenants with
the powers and principalities of this world. Only
Jesus, the Lord of lords, the King of kings, the
Messiah has the power to break the chains that
enslave and bring death. The Somali heart can
be set free and transformed into a new creation
by faith in Jesus. Death has no grip on those
who dwell in the life that Jesus offers.

PRAY

Pray that the Somali people in the Horn
of Africa will turn to God during these
troubled times and be open to hearing
about His great love for them.
Pray that the Somali people will trust in
God’s plan of salvation by trusting in Jesus Christ and experience “new birth into
a living hope” (1 Peter 1:3).
Pray that the Somali people become
convicted of their sin against God and
humbly turn to Him in submission, asking
for forgiveness by faith in Jesus Christ.
Pray that Christian workers can have an
effective and appropriate witness through
people of peace, families reaching families, and welcoming communities.

30.01.2008 10:55:28

Week 1
Outpouring of the Holy Spirit /
Breaking the Curse
The daily life of a Somali is wrapped
around fear of the demonic powers that
lurk at every turn. Strong beliefs in jinn
(spirits) and their power over man requires
constant attention to either appease them
or use them for gain. Sunni Islam is the framework through which these traditional African beliefs are filtered. The curse of sin has
placed the seal of death on those who do
not believe in God’s redemptive work in Jesus Christ. Generations of Somali religious
leaders have preached in ignorance against
the Good News of Jesus. Most of the Somali people have not heard the truth about
Jesus Christ’s work of atonement for their
sins. The Somali people need an outpouring
of the Holy Spirit among them to break the
curse. This outpouring may appear two-fold.
One outpouring is through God’s children
whom the Holy Spirit has indwelled by faith
in Christ. They are vessels of salt and light
in the darkness. Another outpouring is that
of the Holy Spirit drawing Somali men and

women to repentance, softening hearts and
removing scales from blind eyes so the Good
News of Jesus is like a cool, satisfying drink
of water in the desert of separation from
God. The curse has been broken by Immanuel. The Somali people don’t know that Jesus
Christ broke the curse of sin by bearing our
sins for us on the cross, dying for us and offering the gift of resurrection life for all who
believe in Him.

PRAY

Pray that the Holy Spirit of God would
speak to the Somali people through
dreams and visions to draw them to Jesus.
Scripture to pray: Father, I ask that you
would open the eyes of the Somali people and turn them from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan to you, so
that they may receive forgiveness of sins
and a place among those who are sanctified. (Acts 26:18)
Scripture to pray: I thank you that the
blood of Christ cleanses the consciences
of the Somali people from acts that lead
to death so that they may serve the living
God! (Hebrews 9:14)
Pray that all of God’s children will be
faithful to the task as Jesus commanded
to “be my witnesses” according to Acts
1:8.
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Week 2
Spiritual Hunger / Salvation
The Somali people are hungry for God,
but their appetite is curbed by pride, war,
opportunism, religious rituals and hardened
hearts. In recent years there has been a noticeable softening of hearts and an increased
openness to the gospel. Spiritual awareness
is strong among Somalis. This is evident in
the fact that Somalis readily acknowledge
the sovereignty of God and the importance

of prayer. Salvation, however, is dependent
on the merit a person can achieve through
good works. The concept of sin is quickly
extended to others, but rarely viewed with
personal responsibility. The family of God
needs to intercede on behalf of the Somali
people to our Lord for their spiritual hunger
and salvation.

PRAY

Pray that the Somali people will have
a deep hunger and thirst for the righteousness of God and recognize that the
bread of life and the living water is found
by faith in Jesus Christ.

Scripture to pray: May the Somali people walk in the light of the Lord. May they
come to know Jesus as the light of the
world, for whoever follows Him will never
walk in darkness but will have the light of
life. (Isaiah 2:5; John 8:12)
Scripture to pray: Lord, you are the
light and salvation of the Somali people. Whom shall they fear? You, Lord,
are the stronghold of the Somali people.
(Psalm27:1)
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Week 3
Reconciliation
Every Somali has accounts to settle.
People’s histories are full of conflict: war
against other countries, regions, clans,
fights with neighbors, brothers, co-wives,
disputes over boundaries, pastures, camels,
arguments about money, khat, opinions and
trouble in school, the street, at home. Most
Somali people carry with them grudges or
outright hatred against those who did wrong
to them in the past. And most Somalis have
felt the bitterness of losing family members
through violence. If someone dies, the clan
of the deceased will be compensated with
one hundred camels by the clan of the offender. If blood payment is refused, the clan
of the victim will seek revenge by assassinating the killer or one of his clan-fellows.

A friend who has spent several years in
prison for killing someone in a dispute told
us: I am fine now, my clan has paid the camels, nobody bothers me anymore. But towards God I will always be guilty, no one can
take this away from me.”
Jesus has taught us to pray: Father forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. What a difference Christ’s message
would make in the Somali society!
Only through Jesus Somalis can overcome the history of atrocities done to them
and forgive; and only through Him they will
know that they are forgiven.

PRAY

Pray for the Somali people to realize
that there is a way out of vengeance, hatred and resentment.
Pray that the Somali people come to
accept that real peace can only be found
through the One who has the power to
forgive, Jesus Christ.
Pray for reconciliation, nation with nation, clan with clan, family with family,
brother with brother.
Pray particularly for the believers,
that they may overcome their history by
the power of the Holy Spirit and set an
example in their society. Pray that they
have sincere love for their brothers and
sisters.
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Week 4
Rebuilding the Economy
Somalia is one of the poorest countries
of the world. The estimated income is less
than $226 per capita. That is only half the
regional average. Since 1991 the economy
has suffered from the devastating civil war
and from droughts. Many people live in extreme poverty. The nomads, who make up
about 60% of the population, often lose big
numbers of livestock as a result of droughts,
epidemics or theft. Yet, in spite of the lack
of stability and in the absence of a functioning government, some sectors of the Somali
economy are thriving. Somalia’s internet and
telecommunication system, for example, is

often cheaper and better than that in surrounding countries. Somali money transfer
companies, called hawaala, are fast, cheap
and reliable. If a Somali in Minnesota sends
$100 through a hawaala, his relative, even if
he lives in a remote Somali town, will receive
it the next day. It is the money that Somalis
in the diaspora send to their families and
relatives back home that keeps the nation
alive. In 2006 at least $1 billion were sent in
such a way to Somalia. That is almost three
quarters of the GNP.

PRAY

Pray for stability and peace.

Pray for the segement of Somali society without a powerful social network,
such as orphans, widows or people from
minority clans. These people find it very
hard to meet their daily needs. Pray for
those who are vulnerable.
A big proportion of the population depends directly on the seasonal rainfall.
Pray for enough rain.
Praise God for the solidarity of the Somali diaspora with their relatives in Somalia.
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“Let the little children
come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs
to such as these.”
Matthew 19:14

For you created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother’s
womb. I praise you, because I am fearfully and
wonderfully made; your
works are wonderful, I
know that full well.
Psalm 139:13–14

A Somali proverb says: “Every camel was
once two years old.” However, this proverb
does not apply to all Somali children. A high
percentage of the Somali children never reach the age of two. According to Unicef Somalia is one of the countries with the highest
infant mortality rates.
According to humanitarian statistics, the
condition of Somali children ranks among
the worst in the world. Children have no le-
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Children
gal or institutional protection in Somali territories. Furthermore they know what it means
to grow up in a violent environment; almost a
whole generation grew up knowing only war.
Some even know what it means to be a soldier at a young age.
Almost every child visits a Koranic school
where they get introduced to Islam. In most
of the villages one can find koranic schools.
Due to lack of good education, Somali
families try to take their children out of the
country to relatives or friends who live in the
diaspora. Living apart from parents in a foreign country can cause psychological problems for children too.
It is clear that children in Somalia are
confronted with problems which are mostly
foreign to the Western population and some
of their stories sound like a nightmare to us.
Jesus said: “Let the little children come
to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”
(Matthew 19:14)
Let us not forget that they
have a special place in the
heart of God and in His kingdom. With this confidence,
we can bring them before the
throne of God in faith.

YOPS.indd 32

30.01.2008 10:55:32

Week 1
Education for Somali Children
Somalis attach a great importance to poetry and pass this oral heritage on to their
children. Apart from that they are eager to
give their children the best education available. Due to decades of war and conflict in
Somalia a solid educational system is lacking. While general schools are missing,
koranic Schools are found in each village.
From the age of four children are sent to koranic schools to memorize Arabic verses. In
cities private schools complement the local
schools. Between 1960 and 1978 Catholic
and Protestant schools provided hundreds
of boys and girls a solid education.
Today children are often sent to neighboring countries to live with relatives to go

to school. This means Somali children often
receive their education in French (Djibouti),
English, Kiswahili (Kenya), Amharic (Ethiopia), Arabic and Italian, but not in their mother tongue of Somali. However, Somali is
taught in the schools of the Somali region
of Eastern Ethiopia. Somali students have
received scholarships to study overseas and
have reached high academic levels. Somalis
are very ambitious people.
Traditionally boys benefit primarily from
general education as girls are seen as future
mothers and thought in house keeping and
childcare. A lot of children are not able to
learn to read and write which leaves a lot of
room for further development.

PRAY

Pray that girls and boys have equal
chances to receive good education.
Pray for the freedom to open Christian
schools and to have Christian teachers in
government schools.
Pray that good teaching materials are
developed in the Somali language.
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Week 2
Effects on Somali Children
Most Somali children grow up between
the village and the city in the desert. They
move regularly in a nomadic lifestyle and
face hardship from an early age. They know
natural disasters like droughts and floods as
well as family tragedies. Often children die
before the age of five because of poverty,
malnutrition and lack of medical help.
Even though international humanitarian
and government agencies have provided
housing, food, medical supplies and developmental projects, Somali children still
suffer a lot. Separation from parents to go
to school, high divorce rates, dysfunctional
families, traumatic experiences during the
war and harmful traditional practices (i.e.

female circumcision) often cause psychological problems.
Children who have seen violence in war
or separation and death of parents suffer rejection and low self-esteem. Depression, aggressive behaviour, suicide and drug abuse
is already common amongst children. Some
of them join the local militia and become
soldiers by choice, others are forced to fight.
Orphaned children are not always welcomed
in the extended family and are forced to live
on the street or find their way to a refugee
camp. Some children experience persecution because their parents no longer practise
Islam. Somali children know violence – but
rarely peace.

PRAY

Pray that workers can provide physical
and emotional healing for wounded children.
Pray for safety, love, peace and protection for children in need.
Pray for the availability of families,
homes, programs and age appropriate
care.
Pray for books, materials and opportunities to communicate the Good News of
peace.
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Week 3
Girls
“My name is Halimo. I am 6 years old.
Today I am sitting under a tree with my legs
tied together. Yesterday my mother took me
to an old woman who told me to be brave
while she made me into a woman. I tried to
be brave, but when she started cutting me,
it was too painful. It hurt so bad that I did
cry and then I passed out and woke-up later,
alone. Now my family and friends will no longer say I am a dirty, uncircumcised girl.”
In a much earlier age than their brothers
the girls are trained to take over responsibilities within the family and also for the family’s
honour. As in many other religious settings
girls are raised with a sense of having to
work harder than boys for being “what a girl
should be”, “acceptable” and more than
anything else, for being marked as “pure”.
Raising girls with this kind of inferiority complex and readiness to sacrifice their
small and perfect bodies for reaching the
communities appreciation is shaping future

women of the society. Under their appropriate outward and perfect veiling those women
often carry hearts full of aggression and hatred. And sad to say, but this bitterness may
be the reason why it is the older women who
often carry on the tradition of practising female circumcision.

PRAY

Pray that the message of Psalm 139:14
would become an assurance to Somali
girls that they are beautiful the way God
made them.
Pray for the girls’ mothers and grandmothers, that their creator may soften
their hearts. May they stop carrying on
from generation to generation what set
so deep scars on their own souls.
Thank God that female circumcision
is illegal in the country of Djibouti (since
1995) and that education has made a
small difference there. It‘s still practiced,
however. In Djibouti and in neighboring
Somaliland, campaigns using a Somali
nurse and a Somali Sheik (religious leader) have been used in the past to educate the people in the rural and urban
areas. Female circumcision pre-dates
Islam and many islamic scholars are opposed to its practice.
Pray that Christians could be involved
in getting these campaigns up and running again.

YOPS.indd 35

30.01.2008 10:55:34

Week 4
Outreach among Children
As Dou’ud walked home from school, he
tried to remember the exact words his teacher had said. “You are special to God, he
loves you!” Dou’ud had never heard these
words before – God loves him??? He reached home in time to do his ritual washing
and join his brothers and father for afternoon prayers on a mat. “God is great!“ they
prayed in unison.
Because of the Somali culture and nature of Islam it’s very difficult to witness to
Somali children openly. During the early
years of the war there were many orphans
who were usually taken in by the extended
family. The thought of letting their children
be adopted by Western infidels was worse
than letting the children die. Somali children
are taught the Koran (Muslim holy book) at

a young age. They memorize long passages
in Arabic, often without understanding the
meaning. They are taught the ritual prayers
and call anyone who is from the West an
unbeliever. They have no concept of what a
Christian really is or what one may believe.
There are some opportunities of outreach through education. Several Somali
believers have returned from the West to
their homeland and started schools among
Somali children. In the more open countries
opportunities for witness arise through Bible
clubs, youth groups and Sunday school. There are small groups of believers being discipled who bring their children to their Bible
studies. This will result in whole families coming to Christ. God’s love is a precious gift to
give to Somali children.

PRAY

Pray for every Somali child to hear and
understand the gospel message.
Pray for believing families with children
that they would ‘raise them up in the way
they should go’.
Pray for wisdom and discernment for
workers among children. They have to be
very careful and wise when sharing with
Somali children.
Pray that the Lord would draw these
beautiful children to Himself through visions, dreams and the love of God.
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I will search for the
lost and bring back the
strays. I will bind up the
injured and strengthen
the weak.
Ezekiel 34:16a

The Lord is a refuge for
the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.
Psalm 9:9

In the coming weeks, we ask you to pray
for the marginalized people in Somali society. In every developing country there is
this group that suffers most. In Somalia the
number of marginalized people is very high.
The country is affected by war, famine and
flooding. This has affected almost every
person in Somalia. Children have lost their
parents, women have been widowed and
men have been left to take care of their
children when their wives past away. Many
people have been killed trough landmines
but many also survived the blasts and become disabled. The war has caused many to
suffer psychologically and it is said that one
in every ten people in Somalia has mental
problems.
Somalia is the only country in the world
that has been without a government for the
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People
last 16 years so there has not been a body
to protect the rights of those at the edge of
the society. Medical care has not developed
in the past 16 years and even in the past few
years of the late dictator Siad Barre medical
care was not very high on the priority list.
As Christians we are specially called to
look after the poor, the oppressed, the widows and the orphans. In the letter of James
it is said that religion that God our Father
accepts is this: to look after orphans and
widows in their distress. From this we can
say that marginalized people are very close to God’s heart. If we pray for them in the
coming weeks be challenged and search
for ways to become the answer to your own
prayers.

30.01.2008 10:55:36

Week 1
People affected with HIV/AIDS
Statistic: HIV/AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa is 67% of world total.
The Horn of Africa is Sub Saharan in its
poverty (poor water/sanitation, malnutrition,
and variable healthcare). However, it identifies more with the Arab world in culture/morality. Somaliand discourages the condom.
Prevalence of HIV/AIDS is not well documented and is assumed to be low. Figures are
available for Djibouti for 2002: the general
population (2.9%) and age 15–49 (6%)! The
epidemic around the world hinges on the sexual behaviour of young people.

persons are often an embarrassment to the
family morally and burden financially (often
land and animals are sold to pay for the disease costs, funeral and lack of earnings).
For parents watching their loved ones dying
it is heartrending. Plus, there’s the prospect
of their children becoming orphans! Affected
folk are often told to go to the family’s home
village to die. If tolerated lifelong Anti RetroViral drugs (ARVs) can help and enable a
sick person to work again. Transmission is
not prevented. However ARVs are still costly
and usually reserved for the sicker patients.

The greatest fear of an AIDS sufferer is
dying all alone, rejected and neglected. Such

PRAY

Pray that the Somali people will cry out
to the Lord as a result of the distress of
HIV/AIDS in their family. (Psalm 107)
Pray that there will be a re-emphasis on
abstinence and faithfulness. God knows
how He purposed us to live. Pray that this
will draw people close to the Lord.
Pray that there may be care and witness to families dealing with HIV/AIDS.
May God strengthen the families and
communities as they struggle to cope.
Pray that the rest of the world will be
godly, wise, generous and forthcoming in
its help for the poor of the Horn of Africa
as well as elsewhere.
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Week 2
Widows
Khadra’s husband died after her 6th child
was born. In order to have some income, she
now sells khat on the market. At noon the
trucks with the green load arrives and Khadra picks up the two bundles that she had to
pay for in advance. She then sits on a street
corner and waits for customers. On good
days she can sell everything by evening, but
usually she has to stay in the market until
late, sometimes until the call for prayer in
the morning. Since khat has to be consumed
fresh, whatever she cannot sell that day is
lost.
“I have to leave my children at home, unattended. The bigger ones have to take care

of the smaller ones,” she says. “But I don’t
have a choice! Who would feed my children
otherwise? We can hardly survive on what I
earn through selling khat.”
Many Somali women have lost their husbands in the war, in accidents or through
sickness. Traditionally the brother of her late
husband was to take a widow as his wife in
order to secure her livelihood. But nowadays
this custom has become rare. Widows often
see themselves as the sole breadwinners of
families, separated from their children and
with little protection.

PRAY

Pray that God, ‘the Father of the fatherless and defender of widows’ (Psalm
68:5), may have mercy on the fate of the
many Somali widows.
In Jeremiah 49:11 God says: ‘Your widows can trust in me.’ Pray that the Somali widows may come to understand
this truth.
Pray for the daily needs of the many
impoverished widows.
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Week 3
Orphans in Somali Culture
Orphans are not clearly visible in Somali culture. The family structure is such that
an orphaned child is usually absorbed into
another branch of the family. The side of the
family the child is taken into depends on the
inclination of the relatives, economic status
and who lives the nearest geographically.
Sometimes the task falls to an older relative. A Somali friend cares for eight additional children. Seven are orphaned relatives,
the eighth is her small grand-daughter. The
children are well-cared for and loved.
A Somali proverb “Uhad ha ubad magansaan” – “Your children and the others should

be equal” indicates that orphaned and birth
children should not be treated differently.
This however depends very much on the
character of relatives involved. Children born
out of wedlock are rare, but there appears to
be a high incidence of young women being
left to bring up their children alone. If an
unmarried woman becomes pregnan her family usually finds the man responsible and
arranges for the two to be married. This ensures that the baby is brought up within a
family and clan unit, as a fatherless baby is
seen as a curse and dishonour on the rest
of the family.

PRAY

Pray that orphaned Somali children will
be cared for by a loving family.

Pray that Christian workers will be allowed to assist in the care of orphans.
Pray that Somali orphans will experience the love of their Heavenly Father
through His children and they will themselves become a child of God by faith in
Jesus Christ.
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Week 4
Disabled People
There is very little done for the disabled
people of the Horn of Africa. Many of the
reasons given for the short comings are as
follows:
• lack of budget
• lack of awareness in the community
• lack of skilled manpower
The concept of “special education” for
children is not known in schools around Somali populated areas and therefore there
are no services available for intellectually
challenged children and their families. The-

re are many children in Somalia that are in
need of special needs education. There are
prejudges toward intellectually challenged
children and they are not aware of any possibility for them to acquire knowledge or basic
education. They do not know of any school
for special needs.
Parents of children with mental disability, specially the mothers, have an extraburden due to the special care these children
need. They need somebody to feed, cloth
and keep them clean. The mothers are often in productive work to generate food and
income for the rest of the families. Therefore
the child or adult with mental disability is neglected. They assume it is a curse from God
as a result of a sin committed by one of the
parents. Therefore parents prefer to hide the
disabled from public view not to be discriminated or isolated from the rest of the community. In many cases the husband leaves
his wife when a child with mental disability is
born and makes it even more difficult for the
wife to cope with daily life.

PRAY

Pray that Christian workers will be resourceful in helping the disabled.
Pray that families of the disabled can
know the love that God has for their disabled family member and have their burdens lifted by faith in Jesus.
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“Come to me, all you who
are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me, for I
am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For
my yoke is easy and my
burden is light.”
Matthew 11:28–30

“In her teenage years, Amina was a very
beautiful girl. Then she got married and within 15 years she was pregnant 12 times.
Two children died during pregnancy, another
died during childbirth and two died of diarrhea before reaching 5 years of age. Another daughter died when she was 8 years old
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during a Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
process. Amina wanted to spare the other
girls from FGM but could not because it is an
obligatory practice in her village to circumcise the girls. There is much misunderstanding
around it and the men and older women insist on the practice. When her husband and
one son died during the civil war Amina was
left as a widow with 6 children. She now runs
a little shop to eke out a daily living.
One of her daughters, Samira, was raped
3 years ago by a militia fighter and now has a
little son from this awful incident. Because it
is very shameful to have an illegitimate child
Samira is fearful of leaving her house and
remains inside. She suffers almost every
night from nightmares. Amina is very worried
about her daughter Samira.”
Somali women are very beautiful and are
ranked among the world’s top beauties and
fashion models. Many Somali women face
a lot of hardship, yet there are those who
show immense strength and are involved
in the Health Sector and the peace building
process.

PRAY

Please ask your compassionate Father
to give you His compassion for Somali
women.
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Week 1
Effects on Women
“I have never begged but I am close to it
now.” (A Somali mother of 3)
It’s September 2007 and Hawa Ahmed
has survived 17 years of war in Somalia. At
30 she is the mother of 3 small children. Until the recent fighting near her home in Mogadishu she and her husband were making
a living by selling fruit in the market. As the
fighting broke out it got more and more dangerous to stay, so they fled with hundreds of
others to a makeshift camp on the outskirts
of war-torn, war-tired Mogadishu which was
once Somalia‘s beautiful and prosperous
capital.

Hawa is tired, thin and close to begging
for her hungry little ones. Thousands of women, like Hawa, have been uprooted from
their homes. Many of them have not been
as fortunate as Hawa. They have lost husbands, children and were separated from
their families. They have lost all hope of a
stable life and happiness in their daily lives.
Thousands of families have fled to neighboring countries – Kenya, Ethiopia and even
risking open sea voyages to Yemen. It seems
life is all about surviving the hell of war.

PRAY

Pray for the women of Somalia, that
they would find hope in Jesus and His
wonderful promises of forgiveness of
sins, eternal life and comfort in His words
through radio and local witness.
Pray for God to be merciful to the women who have suffered so much. As often in war, it is the women and children
who suffer a lot at the hands of greedy
men.
Pray for the few believing women that
they would cast their cares on Him and
find comfort amidst their trials and desperate needs.
Pray for more Christians to be able to
enter Somalia and help with the immediate needs of these displaced people;
food and shelter are a high priority.
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Week 2
FGM
All societies have norms of care and behaviour based on age, life stage, gender and
social class. These norms, often referred to
as traditional practices, may be beneficial or
harmless, but some are harmful. The practice of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is
deeply embedded in the local Somali traditional belief systems. The reasons being:
A) Psychosexual: to attenuate sexual
desire, maintain chastity and virginity before marriage and fidelity during
marriage and increase male sexual
desire
B) Sociological: cultural heritage and
social integration
C) Hygiene and Aesthetic: the external female genitalia are considered
dirty and unsightly
D) Myths: enhancement of fertility and
promotion of child survival
E) Religious: neither the Bible nor the
Koran prescribes to the practice, yet
it is frequently carried out in some

Muslim communities in the genuine
belief that it forms part of Islam
FGM leaves a lasting mark on the life
and mind of a woman: loss of trust and confidence, feelings of incompleteness, anxiety,
depression, chronic irritability and frigidity,
marital conflicts as well as other physical
conditions. After FMG a woman has to be
opened up some way for sexual intercourse.
In some cases cutting is necessary. After
childbirth some women are re-infibulated (to
make them tight) for their husbands.

PRAY

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the Father’s
heart to you concerning this terrible mutilation and cry out for the women and girls
who experience this indignity.
Pray that Somali ladies will unanimously unite against FGM and mobilize
religious and other leaders through education, to stop this horrible process of
mutilation.
Pray for healing for those who have
been traumatized by this procedure and
that they would know the Lord’s mercy
and compassion.
Pray for a release from the cultural
pressures to perform FGM.
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Week 3
Illiteracy
Only 13 percent of women are literate
in today’s Somalia. Many women in Somalia
have not had the opportunity to go to school
due to the war and the political situation. If
they have been to school at all, it would most
likely have been a Koranic school. For most,
schooling and books have been totally unavailable
Many women marry at a very young
age. Family responsibilities and day-to-day
survival take all of her time. She is often
the breadwinner, for she may have lost her
husband through war or he may have more
than one wife. Islamic tradition allows men
to marry up to four wives, provided they are
able to support them. Usually, they can barely afford to support one wife, so when a man
marries several women, his wives are forced
to take up an economic activity to sustain
their families.

Groups in the community are helping
them to learn skills such as producing various crafts to sell. These women’s groups are
also quite involved in promoting equal rights
for women, giving education about HIV/AIDS
and FGM.
Illiterate women have no chance to read
the Bible or Christian literature. They need
to be reached with the Gospel through oral
means, films, radio, and cassette tapes.

PRAY

Pray for the many women’s groups to
be effective in bringing change to their
communities. Pray for the women helping
to run them.
Pray for the proclamation of the Gospel
through radio, videos, and story telling,
that these women will get to know Jesus
Christ as their saviour and their closest
friend.
Pray that their children will have an opportunity to be educated.
Pray that by visions and dreams the
Lord Jesus will call women and children
to Himself.
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Week 4
Responsibilities (social, economic, etc.)
Women are often the single provider for
the household, having lost their husband
through war or divorce. It is very easy for
men to divorce their wives, as women rarely
receive a fair hearing in the judicial system
where laws favour men. The husband may
also not be the breadwinner for the family
because of the effects of khat, making him
less productive. There is also rampant unemployment due to the effects of war, flooding and drought.
Water often needs to be fetched from
a well which is probably guarded with weapons and controlled by warlords. The water

may also be unfit for human consumption,
resulting in widespread disease among the
local people.
Not only do these women have to scrape
together enough to feed the family each day,
but they will also need money when their
children are unwell. Even though there are
hospitals, there may not be access to medication and proper medical supplies. The
patients then have to provide their own or
buy them on the black market.
Women’s community groups are helping the plight of such women, to aid them
in earning a living. They also speak out on
the inequalities of women and advocate the
inclusion of women in responsible government positions.

PRAY

Pray for more help for these poor women and that Christians can bring God’s
love and light to them.
Pray for opportunities to earn money,
not only for food but for medicine too.
Pray that they would learn to find their
strength in God as they live in such a difficult and inhospitable environment:

BBC report September 2007: 1.2 million people in Somalia depend on U.N.
handouts!
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Salvation is found in no
one else, for there is no
other name under heaven
given to men by which we
must be saved.

September

Acts 4:12

So if the Son sets you
free, you will be free
indeed.
John 8:36

Before Islam came to Somalia well over
one thousand years ago it is hard to say
what religion they had. There are still traces
in their traditions that suggest they followed
some kind of Eastern Cushitic religion that
involved worship of a supreme being called
Waaq. This Waaq is also the word for sky in
many Cushitic languages. With the religion
were spirit possession cults and a system
of animal sacrifices (waaqdhaac). There
was also influence along the coast from the
Arabs, Persians and maybe the Greeks and
Chinese. In some areas Somalis still practice some pre-Islamic practices such as Neyruus (from the Persians) called Dabshid (this
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Theme:

Religion
is a bit like the Ethiopian practice of Maskel
where bomb-fires are lit and whichever direction the fire falls can expect blessing). There
is some evidence of pre-Islamic, Jewish, and
Christian beliefs. The Yibir clan of magicians
may have a link to the Falasha. Crosses used
as camel brands, grave markers and as symbols by some clans point to early contact with
Christianity, either from Ethiopia or Yemen.
There was a church in Seylac, Somaliland on
the northern coast in 10th century.
Today most Somalis are Muslims and nearly 100% Sunnis from the Shafi’i school of
Islam. Contact with Islam began along the
coastal towns around 800 AD. By 1500 most
of the Somalis were Islamized. Underneath
this veneer of Islam the Somalis maintained
many of their traditional practices such as
sacrifice of animals and some of the spirit
possession cults. Islam provided them with
a link to a world religion and gave them a
sense of identity. Along with being Muslims
there are also legends of Arab sheikhs who
brought the Muslim religion and founded
some of the important clans
such as Daarood and Isxaaq.
More radical forms of Islam
have also come in from Saudi Arabia and are influencing
the society especially the
young people.

30.01.2008 10:55:45

Week 1
Islamic Identity as a Somali
The general view among Somalis is that,
“all Somalis are Muslim and if there are
some who say otherwise they are only being
paid to do so.” Even Somalis who are not
particularly devout in their practice of Islam
will claim allegiance to Islam. Even though
there are a growing number of Somali young
people being trained in Islamic theology the
main barrier to acceptance of the gospel
among the Somalis is not so much a theological barrier as it is the societal view that “to
be a Somali is to be a Muslim”.
On the other hand, all of the infighting
and killing going on across clan lines among
the Somali people in recent years has led to
a certain amount of questioning of Islam. All

Somalis are supposed to be Muslims yet in
Islam it is an unforgivable sin to kill another
Muslim. “Why has Islam not kept us from killing each other?” Some Somalis who have
gone to live in other Muslim societies such
as Saudi Arabia or the Gulf States, where
they experienced a certain amount of discrimination, become more open to the gospel.
At the same time Somalis who were fairly
nominal in their practice of Islam in Somalia (where they were “all Muslim”) often take
up more strongly their Islamic Identity and
practice when they come to the West. They
do this as a buffer to protect against the feared loss of identity and contamination by
the “pagan evils” of the society.

PRAY

Pray that Somalis would be freed in
their hearts and minds from the fear of
loss of identity if they seek the truth about
God’s provision of salvation and abundant life for us in Jesus the Messiah.
Pray that Somali people who come to
faith in Jesus the Messiah would not be
seen as rebels by their family and would
be given grace to show that we can be
Somali followers of Jesus in the fullest
sense of the term.
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Week 2
Visions and Dreams
“In the last days“ God says “I will pour
out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your young men
will see visions, your old men will dream
dreams… And everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved.” From here
in Acts Chapter 2 Peter went on to preach
clearly a message calling people to faith in
Jesus Christ for salvation that led to the bringing of many into the Kingdom.
In Scripture it seems we see instances
of God revealing himself or giving guidance
through visions and dreams in circumstances
when the kingdom of God was up against difficult barriers or was about to move forward
into new territory (Saul and Ananias in Acts
9; Cornelius and Peter in Acts 10).

In the same way today as we have listened to the testimonies of Somalis (as well
as other Muslims) who have come to faith in
Jesus Christ as savior it seems that God has
often given them a dream or vision which
has been a part either of guiding them to or
confirming them in their faith in Jesus Christ
as Messiah, Lord and powerful deliverer. At
the same time this has always been coupled
with healthy teaching from God’s Word and
experiencing the love of God through flesh
and blood Christian witnesses among them.

PRAY

Pray that many Somali Muslim people
would seek after the truth of how God
makes us right with himself and thus be
led to faith in Jesus the Messiah as Savior and Lord.
Pray that God would pour out his spirit
on both the Somali people and those seeking to share the Gospel with them and
disciple them in many ways including giving them visions and dreams as well as
clear teaching and love from Christians.
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Week 3
Jesus in the Qur’an
The Qur’an affirms certain beliefs about
Jesus that are the same as Biblical truth
about him: He was born of a virgin, he performed miracles of healing the blind, lepers
and raising the dead, he gathered disciples
and experienced rejection from his people.
Jesus is also given many great titles in the
Qur’an including “Servant of God”, “Prophet
and Apostle of God”, “Word of God”, “Spirit
from God” and “One of the Righteous”. He is
called “the Messiah” 11 times in the Qur’an
but there is no explanation of what this means. He is most commonly called “Isa, son of
Mary” in the Qur’an, emphasizing his virgin
birth, but it is clearly stated that this is not

“God” (no more than a prophet), not “son of
God” (“God does not beget nor is he begotten”) and he did not die on the cross. Even if
he had died on the cross the Qur’an denies
the possibility of an atoning death, declaring
3 times that: On Judgment Day “none can
bear the sins of another!” So although there
are some similarities to the Jesus we know
of the Bible, the Qur’an also presents some
strong theological barriers for Muslims to
come to know him as the son of God sent to
make possible forgiveness of sins and salvation for all who trust in his sacrificial death
on the cross on our behalf.

PRAY

Pray that for those Muslim Somalis
who can read the Qur’an for its meaning
it would present them with enough questions about the wonderful person of Jesus the Messiah that they would seek the
full truth about him.
Pray that there would be Christian witnesses in person and through radio who
could be used by the Spirit of God to lead
Somali Muslims to the full truth of who
Jesus the Messiah, savior of the world is
as found in the Word of God, the Bible.
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Week 4
Ramadan
Fasting during the lunar month of Ramadan is an obligatory religious duty for all
Muslims and is defined as abstaining from
all food, drink and sexual relations during
the daylight hours.
This can be a time of strong solidarity in
any local Muslim community as they are all
going through the rigors of fasting together.
According to Muslim Hadith traditions, sins
are forgiven through the merit one gains by
fasting. So the sitting of the new moon marking the beginning of the month of fasting
is often greeted with shouts of joy from the
children and women busy preparing the special sweet and savory foods which are used
for breaking the fast. Often a person from

the community is employed to rise very early
and wake others up so that they can take
a special early morning meal while it is still
dark in the morning before the daily fasting
begins. This level of joy and rigor often wears
off for many as the month wears on and people become more tired and irritable as the
month draws toward its end.
Although it can be a time when Muslim
people are more focused on their religious
practice than usual, some Christian workers
have found this a fruitful time for sharing
with Muslims the true nature of fasting as
explained to us in the Bible. (Isaiah 58:3–7;
Matthew 6:16–18)

PRAY

Pray that God would reveal himself in
a special way to our Somali friends and
neighbors as they are fasting and believe God’s mercy is more present to them
than usual.
Pray that Christian workers among the
Somali would be given a special measure of patience and wisdom to use this
opportunity to interact with their friends
about how God makes us right with himself through the free gift he has given us
in Jesus the Messiah and thus we return
thanks to him by fasting to draw closer to
him in prayer.
Pray this Ramadan that this extra spiritual time would give Somalis a strong
hunger and thirst for the righteousness
of God.
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There is no God apart
from me, a righteous God
and a Savior; there is
none but me. Turn to me
and be saved, all you ends
of the earth; for I am God,
and there is no other.

October

Isaiah 45:21b–22

All day long I have held
out my hands to an obstinate people, who walk in
ways not good, pursuing
their own imaginations.
Isaiah 65:2

The five points on the star of the Somalia
flag represent the five different places that
the Somali people live: Somalia, Northeastern Kenya, Eastern Ethiopia, Djibouti and
Somaliland.
In the Horn of Africa many Somalis live
outside of Somalia, not only are there refugees but also those living as Somali citizens
of the surrounding countries.

Theme:

Horn of Africa
Region 5 is the Somali region in Eastern
Ethiopia. It has a Somali local government
with JiggJigga as the regional capital. Similarly, the Northeastern Province of Kenya is
ethnically Somali. Somalis comprise more
than half the population of Djibouti. Somaliland is the Northwestern area of Somalia,
having its own separate government, although not recognized internationally.
There are also refugees from Somalia
living in the surrounding countries particularly in Nairobi, Kenya and Addis Ababa in
Ethiopia, the 2 capital cities. There are over
40,000 refugees in Addis Ababa and over
100,000 Somali refugees living in Kenya.
Ethiopia and Kenya have established
churches and are more Christianized countries,
whereas Djibouti is a Muslim country. Churches
in Ethiopia and Kenya can, and some are, reaching out to Somalis, although it is not easy to
be a Christian living in the Somali regions.
It is difficult for expatriate workers to be
living in Somalia itself but there can be outreach to Somalis in the surrounding countries often through helping to meet their needs. Somaliland is more stable politically
than the rest of Somalia, making
it more hospitable for aid organizations to be present.
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Week 1
Mobilizing Proximate Churches
In both Ethiopia and Kenya, nations near
Somalia with large native Somali populations, there are many vibrant, faithful Christians and churches. These African brothers
and sisters share a similar world-view with
Somali people. There is great potential for
these African brothers and sisters to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ

with the kind of understanding and love that
glorifies God. Many of these Christians and
churches are already actively involved in
missions amongst Somali people. They have
much to teach and to learn. Undoubtedly,
more faithful Christians and more effort
could be mobilized in missions among the
Somali people.

PRAY

Pray that even more Kenyan and Ethiopian Christians might reach out in love,
humility, and understanding to their Somali neighbors.
Local Christian workers are encountering problems similar to those of foreign
workers: culture shock, difficulty learning
the language and a degree of cultural arrogance. Pray that they might overcome
these difficulties with the Lord’s help.
Pray that finances, an ever present
problem in East Africa, might be found to
support local missions.
Pray that Western workers and African
brothers and sisters might have the humility to learn from each other about reaching out to the Somali people.
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Week 2
Ethiopia / Kenya
Because of the history of the Horn of Africa and how it was divided up by the colonial powers (including the Ethiopian Emperor
Menilik) there are large numbers of Somali
people who are today native to the Eastern
part of Ethiopia (about 3–4 million) and to
the North-Eastern province of Kenya (about
1 million). Somalis see themselves as Somali and Muslim first and secondarily as part of
whatever political entity they are resident in.
Although there are active and thriving
churches in Ethiopia and Kenya it is not easy
to reach the Somali population. There are
language and cultural differences. Somali’s

strict allegiance to Islam and aggressive
history has placed a wedge between them
and their neighboring people groups. Some
indigenous Christian neighbors have tried to
reach out to them, but did not have enough
information, became discouraged and gave
up. However, God is bringing the Somalis close to both Kenyan and Ethiopian Christians
who have gained an increasing vision and
zeal to reach out with the Gospel to their
near neighbors. God is beginning to break
down the long history of animosity between
Christians and their Somali Muslim neighbors in both Kenya and Ethiopia.

PRAY

Pray that the barriers keeping the
Christians in Ethiopia and Kenya from
sharing the Gospel with Somalis will be
broken down.
Pray that Christians living in Somali
areas will be salt and light in their community and the Lord will open up many
opportunities to share the Gospel.
Pray for wisdom for those making Somali radio programmes and that God will
use them to speak to the hearts of the
listeners.
Pray for the Christian workers both from
outside the Horn and local brothers and
sisters, who have a heart for reaching the
Somali people in Kenya and Ethiopia that
they would be culturally sensitive, prepared to serve and guided by God’s Holy
Spirit.
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Week 3
Djibouti
Statistics: 94% Muslim, 60% Somali,
35% Afar, 5% French Afar and other / Population 486,000 (July 2006) / Official languages: French and Arabic.

in the North. The state religion is Islam. Although it is not against the law of the land
to be a Christian, any known Muslim convert
will be persecuted by his family.

Djibouti is the hottest inhabited country
in the world. Independent from France in
1977 with a democratically elected government, Djibouti is predominantly inhabited by
Somali people and the Afar people are the
second majority people group.

There are many foreigners in Djibouti,
due to the presence of French and American military bases making foreign Christian
workers less conspicuous. There are legally
recognized French Protestant and Catholic
churches, as well as Ethiopian churches.
There are aid organizations involved in bringing relief and hope. There are small growing groups of believers. It is difficult for these
folk to be seen as a recognized church. A few
of the Ethiopian Christians have a heart to
reach out to their Somali neighbors.

Lack of water, industry, and natural resources contributes to the high unemployment rate. Since Dubai is making the Djibouti port into a satellite port, there is more
opportunity for employment. Because of a
lack of jobs, most educated people desire
to move to greener pastures in the Western
countries.
The Somali people are mostly in the
South of the country and the Afar people are

PRAY

Pray that Christians would walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord and in such a
way that others will be attracted to Christ;
that they would grow in Christ and leave
behind what is not Christian in their culture. Matthew 5:16, 1 Thess. 1:6–7
Praise God for the legally recognized
French Protestant church and the believers amongst the expatriate community.
Pray for unity amongst all the believers
and trust between them. Pray for the establishment of indigenous churches.
Pray that through the many projects
and help from different organizations the
grace and love of God will be communicated to the people of Djibouti.
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Week 4
Refugees
When civil war broke out in Somalia
around 1991, Somalis began fleeing their
homeland causing much displacement and
suffering. Many Somalis are still suffering
the after-effects of these experiences and
those who were able fled to countries such
as Kenya, Ethiopia and Yemen (many dying
on the high seas during the flight). Today
many Somalis are living in the United States,
Canada and Europe. There are large groups
of displaced peoples within Somalia itself,
particularly around Mogadishu, due to the
recent internal unrest. These people are in
desperate need of shelter and a means to
survive.

One million are still fleeing the hardships
of life in Somalia in the hope of a better life
elsewhere. In Northern Kenya there are wellestablished refugee camps where the Kenyan government, the U.N. and other organizations are providing the people with food,
medical services and education. Many have
migrated from the refugee camps to the major cities, Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, and
Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia, seeking
help and employment. Those fleeing Somalia into the surrounding countries find it very
hard to get jobs because they are not citizens of those countries and therefore cannot get work permits.

PRAY

Pray that Somali refugees will find people who will share the Good News with
them and be an example in word and
deed.
Pray that Somali believers living abroad
will have a burden for the lost among
their own people and will return and be a
witness to their brothers and sisters.
Pray that the desperate situation these
Somalis are in will cause them to cry out
to God for salvation. Psalm 107
Pray that Christians working amongst
refugees will be able to share the Gospel
clearly as they minister to needs.
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Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ?
Shall trouble or hardship
or persecution or famine
or nakedness or danger
or sword?

November

Romans 8:35

But the fruit of the spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control.
Galatians 5:22–23a

Libaan hadn’t seen his family for a long
time, because he had spent years outside of
Somalia. His journey through different countries had also been a personal journey trying
to find the truth about eternal life. He was
searching so hard, and was suffering from
psychological pressure. Eventually, he got
a portion from the Injil (Gospel). He was impressed: This was beautiful scripture with a
deep message. It took him two more years to
fully believe this message and to entrust his
life to Isse Masih (Jesus Christ). After that he
experienced a deep joy and peace about his
future. God’s forgiveness was so great!

Theme:

Believers
After some time he remembered his family, and wished that his family members could
also experience this wonderful joy and peace.
His relatives had already heard others saying that Libaan had become a Gal (Somali
word for pagan). Most Somalis can’t imagine
that Christians may also be people who fear
God, because they assume that Christians
live a very worldly lifestyle. Libaan just insisted that he not be called a Gal. He still submitted to God, the Almighty.
After some time his relatives were happy
to see him. They hugged and kissed him. Libaan felt a deep love for his family. He lost
his fear and started to share his new experiences with them. He tried to explain his
faith to them. But the reactions of his family members were so different from what he
wished for. His joy turned into grief. His mother started to cry loudly with many tears. For
them all this was just bad news. Libaan was
very disappointed. This experience broke his
heart. He needed time to be comforted and
encouraged again.
Somali believers are few
in number and they experience loneliness, rejection,
and insult even sometimes
from their most beloved family members.
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Week 1
Persecution
Somali believers are still facing persecution on different levels as did their spiritual
fathers and mothers many years ago.
They are still threatened, and in Somalia itself still sometimes put into prison and
even facing danger of life. The often and easily spoken threat “I’ll kill you” is psychological persecution that is very exhausting for
the believers – and sometimes the threat is
executed. Many are traumatised.
The biggest hardship for any Somali believer anywhere on this planet is to be an
outcast from his family and society. To most
Somalis “Christian” describes an alcoholdrinking non-Muslim with an immoral life-

style. Somali society can almost not imagine a Christian believer to be a God fearing
person. Having a family member converted
to Christianity brings great shame and mourning to the whole family.
Praise the Lord for some very courageous believers who have been returning
into their communities. They are humbly and
steadfastly overcoming the common prejudices. May the Lord pour out his blessing over
their extended families and may He “turn the
hearts of the fathers to their children and
the hearts of the children to their fathers”.
(Malachi 4:6)

PRAY

Pray for protection of life and soul in
intimidation and loneliness.
Pray for mature and godly role-models
among the believers.
Pray for dedication and courage among
believers and Christian workers to free
the Gospel from a Western image and
to plant it right into the heart of Somali
communities.
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Week 2
Indigenous Church
In a powerful vision, God revealed to his
servant that he will be worshiped by people
“from every tribe and language and people
and nation” (Revelation 5:9). Therefore we
can say with confidence that the Somali language will be included in that worship. Hallelujah!
Jesus promised to build his church and
He is also doing it among the Somali people. There are some house churches here
and there. They gather to study God’s word,
to worship, and to pray for one another. Generally, Somali believers enjoy singing. They
are gifted in writing poems. Sometimes they
create songs spontaneously.
Somali believers don’t need to copy the
style of worship from their neighboring cul-

tures. God gave them the full right to worship
in their own language with their own spiritual
songs and in their own style. The Lord enjoys
any worship which comes to him in Spirit
and in truth.
Somalis are not used to long sermons,
but they like discussions. It’s not unusual for
such discussions to become hot, because
emotions are always involved.
The sad news about Somali house
churches is the struggle with disunity. There
are character issues, clan issues, or different
Christian organizations that cause divisions.
Because Jesus builds his church, there
is hope for Somalis!

PRAY

Praise God that he is keeping his promise to build His church among Somalis.
Nobody can stop him!
Pray for unity in the Somali house
churches! May forgiveness always overcome bitterness and anger among the
believers.
Pray for maturity among the Christian
organizations. O Lord, let there be a
Kingdom-mindedness among various
Christian workers that glorifies you and
functions as the body of Christ serving
one another.
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Week 3
Discipleship and Leadership
When Jesus left this earth he spoke
these words: “Go and make disciples of all
nations”. He didn’t explain how it was to be
done, because by his own life he had given
them an example. Disciples need a rolemodel.
This is also what Somali believers need:
a living example on how to live a holy life for
Christ. The Somali house churches will grow
in number when they grow in maturity. Only
true disciples will make disciples! Of course,
the need for living examples challenges foreign workers also. Somalis want to observe how to live a vivid prayer life, how to be
immersed in God’s Word, how to forgive

one another, how to have godly marriages,
how to love their enemies, how to overcome
discouragement and how to love God more
than anything.
Somali disciples of Christ will eventually
become the leaders of their house churches.
It will be a turning point in history when Somali elders, who fit the biblical criteria of
eldership, lead their churches. Generally,
Somalis reject any kind of leadership because submission is something negative. They
assume that leaders will work for their own
benefit. Therefore the church will need leaders with godly character, who are ready to
serve in the way Jesus did.

PRAY

Praise God for his model of discipleship!
Pray for Somali believers to grow in
their walk with the Lord!
Pray that God will raise Somali believers who will become godly leaders for
their churches.
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Week 4
Livelihood
Kamal grew up in Somalia in a rich family and he never had to worry about anything.
There was always enough food, and his
father owned so many businesses that a
good future was almost guaranteed. When
he was a young man his father died, and
he and his brothers inherited the business.
He prospered, nothing was lacking. However there was no peace in his heart – no
peace between him and God. This made him
restless. He started to search for answers
and through a Somali Christian he came to
Christ. Because he couldn’t be silent about
the peace he found, he got himself into trouble with his family and the local government.
They even took his part of the inheritance.
Eventually, after several attempts on his life,
Kamal had to flee.

Now he tries to make a living in one of
Somalia’s neighboring countries. There are
several believers in the city he lives in, but
except from a few who work for Christian organizations, none of them have jobs. They
can’t count on support from their families
anymore. So, where do they go? Most of
them are dependent upon support from
Christian organizations, but this negatively
affects their morale and their testimonies
and does not help them to advance in life.
The community of Somali believers needs
a chance to develop and become independent.

PRAY

As you pray for Somalis to come to faith
in Jesus, pray that they can have economic means and a believing spouse. A believing couple with a job has significantly
less persecution especially when they
are lovingly providing for their extended
family.
Pray that Christian workers can avoid
creating dependencies, but help facilitate job opportunities and training that
leads to healthy economic independence
and family support.
Pray that Christian workers will be
wise in doing community development
projects that are sustainable and that
express God’s love in the name of Jesus
our Lord.
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For God so loved the
world that he gave his
one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have
eternal life.
John 3:16

Who will not fear you, o
Lord, and bring glory to
your name? For you alone are holy. All nations
will come and worship
before you, for your
righteous acts have been
revealed.
Revelation 15:4

The Somali part of the world has suffered
war, famine and drought for many years. The
civil war in Somalia began in January 1991
with the ousting of Siyaad Barre who was a
military dictator. Siyaad Barre came to power in October 1969 and had ruled for 22
years. He began his dictatorship by using
support from Russia and socialist ideals.
His initial years were marked with some
good things such as the introduction of orthography for the Somali language followed
by a wide-spread literacy campaign. Before
Siyaad Barre the Somalis had no written
language. In the early years the tribes were
somewhat united against common enemies
who control Somali areas bordering Somalia. This led to a united effort to capture the
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Somali part of Ethiopia, which was known as
the Ogaadeen (after the main clan living in
this area). The Somalis lost the war as the
Russians swapped sides in the middle of the
campaign. The result was the Somali unity
began to fall apart. Traditionally, disputes
between clans were solved by the clan elders. If lives were lost, blood money (usually
animals) was exchanged so there could be
peace. Siyaad Barre dismantled this system
in the days of Scientific Socialism, so it was
not functioning well when civil war broke out.
Even in some areas, brothers have killed
brothers because of religious difference, Islamists and traditionalists.
With the civil war, the elders have lost power and the power has gone to warlords who
have had little real interest in peace. Women
and children, especially, have suffered – rape,
deprivation, hunger, death, and drug addiction. Life has become cheap. The nation of
the Somali people needs rebuilding. The King
of kings, the Prince of peace, the Lord of lords
is the only one who can rebuild this nation. It
can begin from broken hearts
and shattered lives by trusting
in Jesus Christ as Lord of their
lives. Jesus can redeem the
Somali people and the rich culture they once had if only they
would repent and believe.
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Week 1
Family
Somalis exist in families. The immediate
family of the husband and all his wives and
children is a basic unit in Somali society.
However, cousins are also called brothers
or sisters. A man can have up to four wives
at one time and because divorce is common
during a man’s lifetime he could have been
married more than ten times! In some areas
a man may stick with his first wife until she is
in her thirties and then marry another young
wife (as young as about 14). The first wife,
if she had a lot of children and he likes her,
will be kept in the town to look after some
of the children who may get an education. If
she was not so popular she may be divorced
and left in the town to struggle to survive

with a few of the children. She can also be
remarried as marriage to a young girl can be
an expensive affair involving a bride price of
up to 100 camels! The wife is also entitled
to money or something (often the hut and a
few goats) if she is divorced but this should
be negotiated at the time of the marriage.
Jealousy is common. Many children are
brought up largely by the women as the husband is away negotiating deals with the men
or chewing khat. Having a family with a lot of
children is considered to be a great blessing
from God.

PRAY

Life in Christ Jesus has a lot to offer in
biblical family values. Pray for Somali believers that they will lead their family in a
godly manner and be an example in their
communities.
Pray that as the nation rebuilds, family
education will be an important part of the
education system and Christian workers
be influential as families reach out to families.
Pray for Christian workers as they help
care for Somali family needs and share
an appropriate witness in trusting relationships.
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Week 2
Culture (humour, arts, poetry, music, etc.)
Somalis are largely an oral society with a
rich culture of proverbs, poetry, folk stories,
music and dance. The drawing arts are less
common. Proverbs, poems and stories are
created around the things that Somalis value such as bravery, cunning, and generosity. The fox is the cunning one and the hyena
is stupid and greedy.
Poetry plays an important part in Somali
culture. Poets both propagandize ideas and
transmit Somali culture. Poems may be expressions of love, recitations of wrongs perpetrated, stimulants to battle or statements
of moral laws. Poems were traditionally
passed down orally, but many of them are
preserved in written or audio form today. Sa-

yid Mohammed Abdulle Hassan (also known
as the mad Mulleh) was as famous for his
poetry as for his battles against the English
(1890–1920).
Radio broadcasts are an important
source of news and culture as ideas are
exchanged in a verbal form. There are traditional dances to celebrate marriages, as
part of possession cults, to beg God for rain
and to welcome guests. Songs can be about
love, politics and there is also certain genre
use for religious purposes by the more traditional Somalis. The Islamists tend to despise
songs, music and dance and this is in contrast to traditional Somali culture.

PRAY

Pray the Christian radio programmes
will become increasingly skilled at using
these traditional mediums to communicate the Good News.
As there are many good values in the
traditional literature, pray that as the nation re-builds by faith in Jesus the Messiah, there will be a revival of this aspect
of culture.
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Week 3
Judicial and Social Justice
Traditional Somali society has traditional
laws that govern how order is maintained in
the society. These laws pertain to how the
society governs such things as family life,
land disputes, maintaining order at watering
points, and solving inter-clan fighting. Usually certain people in each clan are known
as elders and these people meet and listen
to the evidence and then pass a judgement.
Somalis traditionally have strongly believed
in this process. There is a proverb that says:
“Meel ay guun joogto looguma dhinto.” This

says that “where the elders meet there is no
death.”
It is only with the civil war that the rule
of the warlords and the gun has taken over
from this traditional law in many places.
Some peace initiatives have been based on
trying to work through the elders. Religious
laws and judges also deal with matters that
seen as legislated by the Qur’an and other
religious books.

PRAY

Part of rebuilding the nation will be the
reinstatement of the elders to solve these
more minor disputes. Pray that elders of
peace will come to faith in Jesus and be
instrumental in bringing order and justice
to the Somali people.
Pray that a new constitution will be
influenced by followers of Christ and
strongly support the rights of women and
children.
Pray that in the new constitution there
will be increased religious freedom and
acceptance for Christians as “the people
of the Book”.
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Week 4
Community Development
Many relief and development groups
have attempted to do meaningful development projects in the Somali part of the Horn
of Africa. Many projects have failed because
of a lack of understanding of the people and
their culture. Droughts, famines and wars
have also disrupted what might have been
good development. Christian groups face
distrust, at least initially, as the religious
segments of society believe they are trying
to make people Christians by the incentives
of development. Once trust is established,
developmental projects are implemented
much more effectively.

Sustainable community development
projects are needed for the nation and society of Somalia to rebuild. Human need
and suffering is chronic. Godly leadership is
required for effective development to take
place. The list of needs covers the whole of
life such as developing a basic infrastructure of water, sanitation, healthcare, food
production, education, transportation, electricity, etc. A single community of peace that
repents and surrenders to the Lord could be
the catalyst and model for communities to
rebuild life in accordance with God’s purposes.

PRAY

Pray for Christian groups doing development and relief in the Horn of Africa
for their protection and wisdom for the
best approaches.
Scripture to pray: Father, I pray the
Somali people, who are called by your
name, will humble themselves and pray
and seek your face and turn from their
wicked ways, for then you will hear from
heaven and will forgive their sin and will
heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:14)
Pray that Christian workers will be able
to discern genuine communities of peace
that welcome them and can initiate some
important developmental projects that
glorify God and give testimony to His great gift of love, Jesus Christ.

YOPS.indd 66

30.01.2008 10:56:13

YOPS.indd 67

30.01.2008 10:56:13

YOPS.indd 68

30.01.2008 10:56:13

